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realises that he is, in truth, the immanent, ubiquitous,
immortal, infinite self alone.

The crowning verse is an analogy, an analysis, a logical
argument which protrays Aum as a symbol and pointer to the
advaitic Atman through the dissection of the gamut of biologi-
cal experience common to all life.

This verse crystallises as it were the avowed object of the
Upanishad, namely to expose the mistaken identity of the
ephemeral ego with the inherent immortal Atman - Reality -
and thus enlightens the seeker with the supreme truth of the
underlying intuitive self-awareness.

A close analogy between the immortal, ubiquitous Atman
and the three states of human experience would be : The same
substratum H 0. when liquid, is titled as water, when gas as
vapour, when solid as ice. The prqjnahaghana (ice) of Sushupti
melts into Vaishwanara. or evaporates into Taijasa. Only the
name-and form of the self-same sat keep changing. That the
vapour is different from the liquid and the liquid from the solid
of the same substance is an illusion (mayo). Understanding of
this essential Truth underlying (running through) the seeming
variables is gyana, enlightenment.

Another helpful image of the phenomenon of the ONE
appearing as many, would be that of a blank screen, and the
images appearing and disappearing on it. The audible compo-
nents of Aum appear and disappear, we observe, on the snow
" white screen of blank silence. As no image can exist without
the canvas behind it, no sound can be perceived in the
absence of its parent, silence. In contrast, silence (the Atman)
^an, like the blank screen, exist and does prevail by itself, for
tself. without its perceivable offshoots. Thus silence, like the
Ytman - - why as the Atman itself - - is the all-pervasive,